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The Honorable Elaine Duke * vwo
Acting Secretary of Homeland Security wn rﬂﬂrzn
Department of Homeland Security pad e
Washington, DC 20528 & e
Dear Acting Secretary Duke:

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce urges the Department of Homeland Security to extend
the Temporary Protected Status (TPS) designations for EI Salvador, Honduras, and Haiti, These
designations have been in place since 2001, 1999, and 2010 respectively and, according to the
Center for Migration Studies, apply to a significant number of individuals — 195.000
Salvadorans, 57,000 Hondurans, and 50,000 Haitians.

While the Chamber appreciates that the TPS program is intended to be temporary, the
reality is these individuals have now lived and worked in communities across this nation for in
some cases nearly two decades now. We urge you to extend the current TPS desi gnations and to
work with Congress on a more permanent resolution to the status of these TPS beneficiaries.

The labor force participation for each of these nation’s respective TPS populations is over
80%. Terminating these designations would end the work authorization of many key employees
for our member companies. Further, the loss of employment authorization for these populations
would adversely impact several key industries where TPS recipients make up a significant
amount of the workforce. These industries include construction, food processing, hospitality, and
home healthcare services.

With regard to the construction industry, ending the TPS designation for these three
countries will exacerbate existing labor shortages in the industry at a time when such workers are
essential to hurricane recovery efforts in states like Texas and Florida. There are an estimated
50,000 construction workers from these three countries who have TPS, many of them residing in
these two states. Terminating these individuals’ work authorization would run counter to the
administration’s goal of ensuring a timely and full recovery for these disaster areas.

We urge you to extend the TPS designations for El Salvador, Haiti, and Honduras for a |‘



reasonable period of time to ensure stability for these TPS recipients and the companies that
employ them.

Sincerely,

ot herd

Neil L. Bradley

S




" U.5: Department of Homeland Security
"LRS, Cltlzeash:p and; mmigration Services
Office of the Director (M.S 200
‘Washington, DC 20529-2000

i, U.S. Citizenship
9. and Immigration
Services

February 9, 2018

Mr. Neil Bradiey _
Senior Vice President
and Chief Policy Officer .
Chamber of Commerce of
the United States of America
1615 H Street, NW
Washington, DC 20062

Dear Mr. Bradley:

Thank you for your October 26, 2017 letter to the Department of Homeland Seourlty
(DHS) Secretary Nielsen asked that I respond on her behalf. ‘

I appreciate your interest in the Temporary Protected Status (TPS) designations for Haiti,
El Salvador, and Honduras. The Secretary of Homeland Security’s authority to designate or
1ede51gnate acountry for TPS and to extend or terminate a country’s existing designation is
O peelﬁc statutory criteria. See Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) § 244(b).
us! Czt1zensh1p ‘and. Immlgratlon Services (USCIS) is principally responsible for advising the
Secretary n TPS 1ssues and implementing the program
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At least 60 days before the current expiration date for a TPS designation, the Secr etary
must rev1ew condmons in the foreign country and, after consultation with other apploprlate
federal agenmes determine whether the statutory conditions for TPS continue to be met. -

Under the INA, if the Secretary determines that the conditions for designation are no Ionger met
with respect to'a ‘couniry, the Secretary is required to terminate the de51gnat10n
See INA § 244(b)(1) (3) : :

Aﬂ:er cons1der1ng 1nformat1on from sever: al U.S. Govelnment sources, On ,
November 20, 2017, former Acting Secretary Duke announced the termination of Haiti’ 8 TPS '
desxgnation aftei defermimng that, the statutory condltlons for the de31gnat1on 1o longer Lo
contmued to be met. To allow_for an orderly transztlon ‘the former, Acting Secretary delayed the
effeet'v__e date by 18 months Accofdlngly, Haltl s TPS des1gnat10n will terminate’'on.

July: 22;-2019 The 18-month perlod wﬂl prov1de tlme for’ mdmduais with TPS to arrange for
their de'parture or: to ‘'segk an alternatlve lawful 1mm1gra‘uon status in the Utiited States. '
Addltlonal information on ‘the termitfation of Haiti TPS can be found on the USCIS website and

ina noxyee..ghat was:published,in the Federal Register on January 18, 2018. .
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Secretary Nielsen decided to terminate the TPS designation for El Salvador after
considering information from several U.S. Government sources, with a delay of 18 months to
allow for an orderly transition before the designation terminates on September 9, 2019. DHS is
commitied to an orderly transition that will allow time for El Salvador to prepare for the return
and reintegration of its citizens, USCIS will work with the State Department and the government
of El Salvador to help inform relevant stakeholders in-country and in the United States to ensure
an orderly return and reintegration of El Salvador’s citizens. Additional details on the
Secretary’s decision and the process for current El Salvador TPS beneficiaries to renew their
work authorization documentation until TPS terminates on September 9, 2019, can be found in
the notice that was published in the Federal Register on January 18, 2018.

In regard to Honduras, former Acting Secretary Duke did not make a determination by
the 60-day deadline for Honduras (November 6, 2017), resulting in an automatic six-month
extension of the designation. Details regarding this extension and the process for Honduran TPS
beneficiaries to re-register can be found on USCIS’ website and in the Federal Register notice
published on December 15, 2017.

Thank you again for your letter and interest in these important issues. Should you wish
to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Respectfully,
Q_::‘/&éﬂv

.. Francis Cissna
Director




